
Circular Economy Business Models
Circular economy is based on keeping the resources in the loop 
instead of linear “take-make-waste” approach. To accomplish the 
shift, companies must develop and implement new business 
models which requires a new mindset. For small companies 
co-operation with others may open new doors. 

•  Product and service development, especially in companies’ 

interactions 

•  Utilizing the networks 

 → mapping the side streams and reorganizing their use 

 → taking customer’s needs and values into account 

 → co-developing products and services that solve 

    actual customer problems 

Circular Economy opportunities
for micro and small-scale companies 

recognized business models

•  Product–as–a–service: service of renting instead of owning 

•  Renewability: using renewable energy and materials 

•  Sharing platforms: more usage out of products using digital platforms 

•  Product-life extension: maintenance, repairing and refurbishing 

•  Resource efficiency and recycling: efficient use, collection and reuse of 

materials 
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